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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

The later- filed application must be an application for a patent for an invention which is 
also disclosed in the prior application (the parent or original nonprovisional application or 
provisional application). The disclosure of the invention in the parent application and in the later- 
filed application must be sufficient to comply with the requirements of the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112. See Transco Products, Inc. v. Performance Contracting, Inc., 38 F.3d 551, 32 
USPQ2d 1077 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

The disclosure of the prior- filed application, Application No. 09/282,157, fails to provide 
adequate support or enablement in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12 
for one or more claims of this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 6-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Referring to claims 1-3 and 6-16 . Claims 1-3 and 6-16 do not provide a practical application that 
produces a useful result. For an invention to be "useful" it must satisfy the utility requirement of 
section 101. The USPTO's official interpretation of the utility requirement provides that the 
utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (iii) credible. MPEP § 2107. 
Claims 1-3 and 6-16 provide a method of conducting an auction among a plurality of bidders. 
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However, the body of the claims sets forth certain elements, absent any active involvement in an 
executed step. The body of the claims does not move to manifest a useful result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 9, 11-12, 17-18, and 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ausubel, U.S. Patent Number: 6,026,383 (PTO-892 reference C). 

3 . As per claim 1 , Ausubel teaches a method of conducting an auction among a plurality of 
bidders, wherein each of said plurality of bidders competing for a lot to be auctioned by an 
auction requester, said method comprising: 

allowing each bidder to place a respective bid for each of a plurality of bid parameters 
established for said lot (see column 1, lines 53-57), wherein said plurality of bid parameters 
includes a price parameter and at least one non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29); and 

making bids received from each said bidder for said price and said non-price parameters 
available to said auction requester in real-time (column 2, lines 31-35, 61-67, column 3, lines 28- 
40, column 4, lines 21-29, where "specified objects" is equivalent of "non-price parameter"). 

4. As per claim 3, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Ausubel further 
teaches the method wherein allowing each said bidder to place said respective bid includes 
performing the following in real-time: 
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displaying a data entry page on a corresponding bidder computer terminal accessible to 
respective one of said plurality of bidders, wherein said data entry page includes a data entry 
field for each of said plurality of bid parameters (see column 2, lines 61-67); and 

allowing each said bidder to access said data entry page and place said respective bid for 
each of said plurality of bid parameters by entering said respective bid in said data entry field for 
corresponding bid parameter (column 3, lines 28-39). 

5. As per claim 4, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 3 described above. Ausubel further 
teaches wherein displaying said data entry page includes: 

executing an auction software (see Figure la and column 5, lines 1-3, where "program is 
equivalent of "software") at a remote computer (see column 3, lines 33-35) connected to each 
said bidder computer terminal via a communication network (see column 5, lines 47-60), 
wherein said auction software, upon execution, generates said data entry page (see column 2, 
lines 61-67); and 

sending said data entry page generated upon execution of said auction software over said 
communication network to respective bidder computer terminals to be displayed thereon (see 
column 3, lines 33-40). 

6. As per claim 5, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 3 described above. Ausubel further 
teaches wherein said data entry page is displayed (see column 2, lines 61-67) by executing an 
auction software (see Figure la and column 5, lines 1-3, where "program is equivalent of 
"software") resident on each said bidder computer terminal, wherein said auction software, upon 
execution, generates said data entry page (see column 3, lines 28-39). 
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7. As per claim 9, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Ausubel further 
teaches a first computer terminal accessible to one of said plurality of bidders (see column 3, 
lines 28-32); and a second computer terminal accessible to said auction requester (see abstract 
and column 1, lines 34-40, where "buyer" is equivalent of "auction requester"), wherein said bid 
graph graphically depicts information about at least two bids placed by each of said one of said 
plurality of bidders and at least one other bidder from the remainder of said plurality of bidders 
(see column 8, lines 2-14, where "demand curve" is equivalent of "bid graph"), at least one of 
said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 

8. As per claim 11, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches the feature of preventing each bid initially placed for corresponding non-price 
parameter from being unintentionally modified thereafter during said auction (see column 3, 
lines 17-27); and crediting, as a default, any non-initial bid entry by each said bidder to said price 
parameter only (see column 7, lines 47-67). 

9. As per claim 12, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches the feature of allowing said auction requester to establish said plurality of bid 
parameters for said lot (see column 1, lines 34-40 and column 4, lines 21-29). 

10. As per claim 17, Ausubel teaches a system for conducting an on-line auction among a 
plurality of bidders, wherein each of said plurality of bidders competing for a lot to be auctioned 
by an auction requester, said system comprising: 

means for allowing each bidder to place a respective bid for each of a plurality of bid 
parameters established for said lot (see column 1, lines 53-57), wherein said plurality of bid 
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parameters includes a price parameter and at least one non-price parameter and means for 
making bids received for each non-price parameter available to said auction requester in real- 
time (see column 2, lines 31-35, 61-67, column 3, lines 28-40, and column 4, lines 21-29, where 
"specified objects" is equivalent of "non-price parameter"). 

11. As per claim 18, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 17 described above. 
Ausubel further teaches: 

for each said bidder, means for multiplying each bid received for a corresponding non- 
price parameter by zero and aggregating all zero-multiplied bids, thereby generating a null value; 
for each said bidder, means for combining said null value with said respective bid for said price 
parameter, i.e. charged the highest bidder, to generate a total bid for said lot; and means for 
making said total bid by each corresponding bidder available to said auction requester in real- 
time (see column 1, lines 5-52). 

12. As per claim 20, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 17 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches means for displaying a bid graph in real-time on at least one of the following: 

a first computer terminal accessible to one of said plurality of bidders (see column 3, 
lines 28-32); and a second computer terminal accessible to said auction requester (see abstract 
and column 1, lines 34-40, where "buyer" is equivalent of "auction requester"), wherein said bid 
graph graphically depicts information about at least two bids placed by each of said one of said 
plurality of bidders and at least one other bidder from the remainder of said plurality of bidders 
(see column 8, lines 2-14, where "demand curve" is equivalent of "bid graph"), wherein at least 
one of said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 
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13. As per claim 21, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 17 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches means for displaying a data entry page on a corresponding bidder computer 
terminal accessible to respective one of said plurality of bidders, wherein said data entry page 
includes a data entry field for each of said plurality of bid parameters (see column 2, lines 61- 
67); and means for allowing each said bidder to access said data entry page and place said 
respective bid for each of said plurality of bid parameters by entering said respective bid in said 
data entry field for corresponding bid parameter (column 3, lines 61-67). 

14. As per claim 22, Ausubel teaches a first computer operable by a first bidder from said 
plurality of bidders and configured to allow said first bidder to place a respective bid for each of 
a plurality of bid parameters established for said lot (see column 3, lines 28-32), wherein said 
plurality of bid parameters includes a price parameter and at least one non-price parameter (see 
column 4, lines 21-30); a second computer in communication with said first computer via a first 
communication network, wherein said second computer is configured to receive from said first 
computer over said first communication network all bids placed by said first bidder (see abstract 
and column 1, lines 34-40, where "buyer" is equivalent of "auction requester"); and a third 
computer operable by said auction requester and in communication with said second computer 
via a second communication network, wherein said second computer is configured to send each 
bid received from said first bidder for each non-price parameter over said second communication 
network to said third computer in real-time (see abstract, column 1, lines 34-40, and column 4, 
lines 2-29). 

15. As per claim 23, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. 
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Ausubel further teaches wherein said second computer is further configured to: 

multiply each bid received for a corresponding non-price parameter by zero and 
aggregate all zero-multiplied bids, thereby generating a null value; combine said null value with 
said respective bid for said price parameter, i.e. charged the highest bidder, to generate a total bid 
value for said first bidder; and send said total bid value for said first bidder to said third computer 
in real-time over said second communication network (see column 1, lines 25-52, column 4, 
lines 21-29). 

16. As per claim 24, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches wherein the first communication network is the Internet (see column 5, lines 47- 
52). 

17. As per claim 25, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches wherein said second communication network is the same as the first 
communication network (see column 4, lines 65-67). 

18. As per claim 26, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches a fourth computer in communication with said second computer via said first 
communication network, wherein said fourth computer is configured to allow a second bidder 
from said plurality of bidders to send said respective bid for said each of said plurality of bid 
parameters to said second computer over said first communication network (see column 3, lines 
32-37 and column 4, lines 59-67), and wherein said second computer is configured to transmit 
over said first communication network at least two bids received from said second bidder to said ' 
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first computer for said first bidder's review (see abstract and column 1, lines 34-40), wherein at 
least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 

19. As per claim 27, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches wherein said second computer is configured to prevent each bid initially received 
from said first bidder for corresponding non-price parameter from being unintentionally 
modified thereafter during said electronic auction (see column 3, lines 17-27 and column 4, lines 
21-29). 

20. As per claim 28, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 22 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches wherein said second computer is configured to transmit data for a bid graph to 
said first computer in real-time over said first communication network (see column 3, lines 28-42 
and column 4, lines 6-10, wherein said data for said bid graph includes information about at least 
two bids placed by each of said first bidder and at least one other bidder from the remainder of 
said plurality of bidders (see column 3, lines 28-32), wherein at least one of said at least two bids 
is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29), and wherein said first computer is 
configured to graphically display said bid graph in real-time (see column 8, lines 2-14, where 
"demand curve" is equivalent of "bid graph"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the.invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 2, 7, 13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ausubel, U.S. Patent Number: 6,026,383 (PTO-892 reference C) in view of Parunak et al., U.S. 
Pub. Number: 2002/0013631 Al (PTO-892 reference B). 

3. As per claim 2, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. 

Parunak et al. further teaches for each said bidder, generating a total bid for said lot by 
combining all bids placed by each said bidder, wherein said total bid equals in value to the bid 
for said price parameter placed by the corresponding bidder (see page 9, paragraphs [0125]- 
[0127]). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add the feature of generating a total bid to the method of Ausubel 
because Ausubel teaches that adding the feature of generating a total bid helps to maximize the 
allocative efficiency of the auction outcome (see column 2, lines 23-25 of Ausubel). 

4. As per claim 6, Ausubel and Parunak et al. teaches the method of claim 2 described 
above. 

Ausubel further teaches wherein generating said total bid for each said bidder includes 
performing the following in real-time for each said bidder: 

multiplying each bid received for a corresponding non-price parameter by zero and 
aggregating all zero-multiplied bids, thereby generating a null value; and combining said null 
value with said respective bid for said price parameter to generate said total bid, i.e. charged the 
highest bidder (see column 1, lines 5-52). 
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5. v As per claim 7, Ausubel and Parunak et al. teach the method of claim 2 described above. 
Ausubel further teaches making said total bid by each corresponding bidder available to said 
auction requester in real-time (column 2, lines 32-35 and column 4, lines 21-39). 

6. As per claim 13, Ausubel teaches a computer readable storage medium having stored 
thereon instructions for conducting an electronic auction among a plurality of bidders, wherein 
each of said plurality of bidders competing for a lot having at least one item to be auctioned by 
an auction requester, wherein said instructions, when executed by a processor, cause said 
processor to perform the following in real-time: 

allow each bidder to place a respective bid for each of a plurality of bid parameters established 
for said lot (see column 1, lines 53-57), wherein said plurality of bid parameters includes a price 
parameter and at least one non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29) and make said total 
bid along with each bid for a non-price parameter by each corresponding bidder available to said 
auction requester (see column 2, lines 32-35 and column 4, lines 21-39); 

Ausubel does not teach for each said bidder, generating a total bid for said lot by 
combining all bids placed by each said bidder, wherein said total bid equals in value to the bid 
placed for said price parameter by corresponding bidder; 

Parunak et al. further teaches for each said bidder, generating a total bid for said lot by 
combining all bids placed by each said bidder, wherein said total bid equals in value to the bid 
placed for said price parameter by the corresponding bidder (see page 9, paragraphs [0125]- 
[0127]). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add the feature of generating a total bid to the method of Ausubel 
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because Ausubel teaches that adding the feature of generating a total bid helps to maximize the 
allocative efficiency of the auction outcome (see column 2, lines 23-25 of Ausubel). 

7. As per claim 15, Ausubel and Parunak et al. teach the computer readable storage medium 
of claim 13 described above. 

Ausubel further teaches having stored thereon said instructions, which, when executed by 
said processor, cause said processor to further perform the following in real-time: 

display a bid graph on a first computer terminal accessible to one of said plurality of 
bidders (see column 3, lines 28-32) and on a second computer terminal accessible to said auction 
requester (see abstract and column 1, lines 34-40, where "buyer" is equivalent of "auction 
requester"), wherein said bid graph graphically depicts information about at least two bids placed 
by each of said one of said plurality of bidders and at least one other bidder from the remainder 
of said plurality of bidders (see column 8, lines 2-14, where "demand curve" is equivalent of 
"bid graph"), wherein at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see 
column 7, lines 47-67). 

8. As per claim 16, Ausubel and Parunak et al. teach the computer readable storage medium 
of claim 13 described above. 

Ausubel further teaches the computer readable storage medium having stored thereon 
said instructions (see column 5, lines 9-20), which, when executed by said processor, cause said 
processor to prevent each bid initially placed for corresponding non-price parameter (see column 
4, lines 1 1-20) from being unintentionally modified thereafter during said electronic auction (see 
column 3, lines 18-27, where "demand the same quantity" is equivalent of "prevent each bid 
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initially placed for corresponding non-price parameter from being unintentionally modified 
thereafter during said electronic auction"). 

9. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ausubel, U.S. 
Patent Number: 6,026,383 (PTO-892 reference C) in view of Centner et al., U.S. Pub. Number: 
2002/0007324 Al (PTO-892 reference A). 

10. As per claim 10, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Centner et al. 
further teaches wherein said at least one non-price parameter includes lead time (see abstract, 
page 6, [0051]); labor length (page 4, [0041]); and contract length (page 6, claim 3). 

Therefore, it would be prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to add the lead time feature of Centner et al. to the method of 
Ausubel because Centner et al. teaches that adding the non-price parameter lead time feature 
helps to more efficiently submit bids, refine bids, and monitor competitive bids up until a buyer- 
specified RFQ deadline date and time (see page 1, [0014]). 

11. Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ausubel, U.S. 
Patent Number: 6,026,383 (PTO-892 reference C) in view of Parunak et al., U.S. Pub. Number: 
US 2002/0013631 Al (PTO-892 reference B), and further in view of Popolo, Carl A., U.S. Pub. 
Number: US 5,715,402 (PTO-892 reference D). 

12. As per claim 14, Ausubel and Parunak et al. teach the computer readable storage medium 
of claim 13 described above. 

Popolo, Car A. further teaches the computer readable storage medium having stored 
thereon said instructions, which, when executed by said processor, cause said processor to 
further perform the following in real-time: 
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make at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said plurality of bidders available to a 
second bidder from said plurality of bidders (see column 14, lines 50-54, column 15, lines 1-60, 
and column 16, lines 1-24), wherein at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price 
parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said plurality of bidders available in real- 
time to a second bidder to the method of Ausubel, because Popolo teaches that bidders may 
require changing bids (see column 15, lines 24-27). 

13. Claims 8, 19, 29, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ausubel, U.S. Patent Number: 6,026,383 (PTO-892 reference C) in view of Popolo, Carl 
A., U.S. Pub. Number: US 5,715,402 (PTO-892 reference D). 

14. As per claim 8, Ausubel teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Ausubel further 
teaches wherein at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price parameter (see column 4, 
lines 21-29). 

Ausubel does not teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder 
from said plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of 
bidders. 

Popolo teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said 
plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of bidders (see 
column 14, lines 50-54, column 15, lines 1-60 and column 16, lines 1-24). 
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It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said plurality of bidders available in real- 
time to a second bidder to the method of Ausubel, because Popolo teaches that bidders may 
require changing bids (see column 15 x lines 24-27). 

15. As per claim 19, Ausubel teaches the system of claim 17 described above. Ausubel 
further teaches wherein means for making at least one of said at least two bids is for a non-price 
parameter (see column 4, lines 21-29). 

Ausubel does not teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder 
from said plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of 
bidders. 

Popolo teaches the feature of making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said 
plurality of bidders available in real-time to a second bidder from said plurality of bidders (see 
column 14, lines 50-54, column 15, lines 1-60 and column 16, lines 1-24). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to add the feature of 
making at least two bids placed by a first bidder from said plurality of bidders available in real- 
time to a second bidder to the system of Ausubel, because Popolo teaches that bidders may' 
require changing bids (see column 15, lines 24-27). 

16. As per claim 29, Ausubel teaches a method of conducting an auction among a plurality of 
bidders, wherein each of said plurality of bidders is competing for a lot on auction using a 
respective computer terminal, said method comprising: 
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receiving from each bidder's computer terminal a respective bid for each of a plurality of 
bid parameters established for said lot (see column 2, lines 61-67), wherein said plurality of bid 
parameters includes a price parameter and at least one non-price parameter (see column 4, lines 
21-29); and for a first bidder from said plurality of bidders, facilitating a display of a bidding 
history for said first bidder for said first bidder on said first bidder's computer terminal in real- 
time (see column 3, lines 18-26), wherein said bidding history for said first bidder includes 
information about one or more bids placed by said first bidder, and wherein said information for 
said first bidder includes information about bids placed by one or more of said plurality of 
bidders other than said first bidder (see column 3, lines 36-43). 

Ausubel does not teach feedback information. 

Popolo further teaches a feedback information (see column 17, lines 1-18 of Popolo). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to add the feedback 
information feature of Popolo to the system of Ausubel, because Popolo teaches that feedback 
information is important to reduce time and expense by increasing coordination between buyers 
and sellers (column 1, lines 14-67 and column 2, lines 1-12). 

17. As per claim 30, Ausubel and Popolo teach the method of claim 29 described above. 
Ausubel further teaches wherein said bidding history for said first bidder includes at least one of 
the following: 

a first most recent set of bids placed by said first bidder for said plurality of bid 
parameters; and a second most recent set of bids placed by said first bidder for said plurality of 
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bid parameters, wherein said second most recent set of bids immediately precedes said first most 
recent set of bids in time (see column 3, lines 28-43 and column 4, lines 21-28). 

18. As per claim 31, Ausubel and Popolo teach the method of claim 29 described above. 
Ausubel further teaches wherein said feedback information includes at least one of the following: 

a first most recent bid from a second bidder from said plurality of bidders, wherein said 
first most recent bid represents the best value for said price parameter from among all bids 
received for said price parameter from said plurality of bidders; and a second most recent bid 
from a third bidder from said plurality of bidders, wherein said second most recent bid represents 
the best value for one of said at least one non-price parameter from among all bids received for 
said one of said at least one non-price parameter from said plurality of bidders (see column 3, 
lines 1-40 and column 4, lines 1 1-29). 

s 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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